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*WFOT6HT a T QTHECLA1Mfc 

This listing of claims will replace prior versions and listings of claims in 

the application: 

Claims 1, 5. 7. 11, 13. 14. 16-18 have been amended as follows. 
UQdmings Indicate insertions and eW*euts indicate deletions. Claims 4, 12 and 20- 
21 have been cancelled. 

Claim 1 . (currently amended) A method for generating an established cell line 
which pre**ee f mm tba tas&sS&i ef ™mpl<*> snd infrcflaut Hapatitis c virus 
(HCV) comprising transforming peripheral blocd mononuclear cells (PBMCs) which 
produce HCV with Epstein Ban virus (EBV). 

Claim 2. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein said cells 

producina HCV, are in a peripheral blood lymphocyte (PEL) fraction of said PBMCs. 

Claim 3. (original) The method of daim 2. wherein said cells 

producing HCV, are B-cellB. 

Claim 4. (cancelled) The m e thod of any u n o of c l a l mn 1 t n M whoroin oald HCV 
p r odu ce d by o n M established oo l l l in e - miab lo o th e w^ ™****-*^^^ 
I nf o ctiouo I I CV PDMCo oro naUVo cell B. 

Claim 5. {currently amended) A method for producing HCV in vitro comprising: 

a) generating an established cell line which ewdases gnafelfl? the replication fif 
™ pf ^t« and Infectious hepatitis C virus (HCV) comprising transforming a B-cell which 
produces KCV, with Epstein Barr virus (EBV); 

b) growing the EBV-lmmortalized B-cell obtained in a) in culture under 
conditions enabling fifimi?!^ a P d infectious HCV production. 

Claim 8. (original) The method of daim 5. wherein conditions in b) 

comprise a stimulation of said EBV-lmmortaUzed B-cell to produce HCV. 

Claim 7. (cunently amended) The method of daim 6**, wherein said B-celi is 
present in a PBMC or PBL 
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Claim 8. (original The method of claim 7, wherein said P0MC or 

PBL fraction is obtained from a HCV posinva patient which is immunoauppreeeed. 

Claim g.(orfcinai) The method of claim 8, wherein said 

immunosuppression is due to injection drug use of said patient 

Claim 10. (ordinal) The method of claim 7, wherein said PBMC or 

PBL fraction Is obtained from a HCV positive patient which has not been treated with 
interteukin. 

Claim 11. (currently amended) The method of any-ewH^ciaims 54e^>. further 
comprising a co-cultivation of said EBV-immortalized B cell, which is stimuiatad to 
produce HCV in the presence of monooyte-derived dendritic ceils (DCs). 

Claim 12, (cancellad) T fr o m o thod of any o ne - e htowe^a44HMweiB 

oaid ovu l ating to ***** u ut u si n g an H C V m i xtion act i vat inp ini ijeina^mew^ 
at lo aot on o mitogen 

Claim 13 . (currently amended) An EBV-estabfched B-cel! line capable of 

replicating complete and infectious HCV obtained by tt ajp a fflp d , of Siflia i l- 

Claim 14. (currently amended) A cell-based in vitro replication system for HCV 
comprising sn EBV-transformed B^cell capable of replicating complete and IntecGous 
HCV, and a second celi population having HCV tropism and in which robust HCV 
replication occurs, so that under appropriate culture condftions said second cell 
population can become infected by said infectious HCV produced by said EDV- 
transformed n roll unH wirasiD m 1WCTM ~" w**™ " « aaM^lLBSBuiatea- 

Claim 15. (original) The cell-based replication system of claim 14. 

further comprising apprcpnate culture media reagents conditions enable infection of 
said second cell population 

Claim 16. (currently amended) The cell-based replication system of claim 14h* 
46, wherein said second celi population is peripheral Wood lymphocytes (PSLs). 

Claim 17. (currently amended) The cell-based replication system of claim HH>6 
ef-W, wherein said second cell population is a cell line. 
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Claim 1 8. (currently amended) An assay for screening a teat agent and selecting 
an agent which possesses anti-HCV activity, comprtsing: 

a) gfowng-a-CP V immorta l s I ut il U nu wl. kh p r mft mnn H r v ^ aetofififr««d 

C DV j^mofte^ nn l l U m * w ■ mi l pn pul irto n ipjnfl fifiSkbi^ 

IseSsa| i9a ^ B ^14 so as produce HCV from said second ceil population; 

and 

b) assaying a biological function of said HCV produced from said cell line or 
said cell population. 

Claim 19. (original) The assay of claim 18, wherein said biological 

function is selected from the group consisting of binding to a cellular receptor of HCV, 
replication, translation, assembly, and Infectivity. 

Claim 20. (cancelled) MnetRea^eMae^^ 
com p ound w i th anti HCV activ i ty, compris i n g ; 

$ p rovid i ng a m oo n in g oonay accor d in g to claim IP n r 1P ; 

b) u on tQcBno s aw urnnnlrtg n-- '" ' ■* n n n ™ m e ound fr o m ari d 

ft orary; and , 

. ) dntnrti n g if n rf I H " "mnnnnri InM Hh, J b i o l og i c a ct iv . r y-ef 

HGVr 

^iRjiu t h a tea t eew ee u ftd mh ln h inhl h iw s a id Pio l og iee l acti v ^a compou n d w it h said 
ant i HCV act i vity* 

C'aim 21 rcancetted) T^mothod of oloim 2% whoro i n th o to c t oom***^ 
U A ana I IC V ***** In ftirt hn r m e dffi e a^hSQP aBwrt onai m mid l o l n al r hrnn wt ry t o 
prawd+faftaf ^ u Ma of to ot oo m pn u t id atoo hav in g s e je ^ftefapewtie^eefc 
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